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walk. After sometime the student found a nice conch shell and he hung it
in his neck. There were deadly ants inside the shell attracted by flesh inside
the shell. The student was bitten by an ant and then he discovered the
cluster of the ants inside. Instinctively, the student took it out of his neck
and threw it in the sea. The Guru reminded him of the sunken ship and said
" when you are bitten by one ant3 You killed all the other innocent ants "
(p. 201). This logic of Sri Veeraswamy may appeal superficially but even
according to logic it is not completely logical. Let us agree that the student
accepts it to be a mistake to kill the innocent ants. Then the Guru also should
accept it as a mistake of god to kill thousands of innocent people for the
sake of one sinner. So Veeraswamy's agrument cannot hold good.
When the question of virtue and sin comes, it is none else than God that
can decide. Are there not people who appear to be virtuous outwardly
and who commit sins in secret. Are there not people knowingly or unknowingly,
who commit sins directly or indirectly ? Can anybody say with his hand on
his heart sincerely that he never committed an iota of sin? Who can say that
all those people who died of the fever or in the ship never committed an iota
of sin in their lives.
i
There is a legend for every one of the temples in our country. It will
be written there as included in the Vishnu Purana if it is a Vaishnav Shrine,
or as included in Skanda Purana if it is a Saiva Temple, and or as included
in Brahmananda Purana if it is a common shrine. Sri Veeraswamy, after
carefully investigating into several of these legends, specifically mentioned
that any of them were not to be found in the ancient Puranas and that they
were all spurious. He even mentioned that some are of recent origin. So
we can imagine the spurious interpolations that might have crept into the
Puranas as original. When we have to question the authenticity of some
of the old Puranas themselves, how can we take as authentic every legend of
every temple, (pp. 126-127).
He claims that there is interpolation not only in Puranas but also in
Smritis. He quoted as standard, 18 smritis and he had also given their names.
He gave a very good example of forged currency to these spurious upasmritis
and parts of Puranas. It is but natural that the value of the original gets
affected, (pp. 125-126).
While discussing about creation and its related aspects Sri Veeraswamy
said that the first man was born in India but he never substantiated this state-
ment with any further elucidation. Nevertheless if we look into this through
the perspective of scientific knowledge of the celestial sphere of our sages,
we may say that it might be true. For lack of space it cannot be substantiated
with proof here.
Fourteen Worlds, Seven Seas
The heavenly worlds are seven above and seven below totalling
14 as stated by our ancients. Some modern scientists of geophysics axe of